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PARTMENT OF FISHERIES, 


Dtfice of the Chief Supervisor, 
402 West Pender Street, 
Vancouver, B.C. 


May 27, 1947. 
ar Sirs: 
This is to advise that the In- 
ational Fisheries (Halibut) 
mission, has announced June 
, midnight, as the closing date 
halibut fishing in Areas IB 
: 2 
Yours truly, 
F. WARNE, 
Acting Chief Supervisor 
of Fisheries 





REV. P. R. KELLY 


ly Dear Brothers and Sisters of 
tish Columbia: As the Chairman 
the Legislative Committee in 
Native Brotherhood, today I 
et you through this organ, the 
tive Voice. I sincerely hoped 
t I could give you this report 
Sonally, but owing. to the dif- 
Ities the delegates decided on 
S secondary manner. 
All my life I have tried to work 
better conditions for our Na- 
€ people; first as the Chairman 
the Allied Tribes of B.C. in 
, with their delegation I rep- 
ented our B.C. people at Ot- 
a with the claims of the B.C. 
ians. On our deliberations and 
Uussions at that time we made 
gain for the B.C. Indians of 
0,000 per year in lieu of annui- 
s. On this basis, we approched 
government and _ suggested 
t they give us an itemized re- 
t of the expenditures, and I 
1 rather than it be used for 
partmental expenses that it be 
directly to the credit of our 
tive people in B.C. for the 


WM. SCOW 


As President of our Organiza- 
tion The Native Brotherhood of 
British Columbia, it gives me great 
pleasure to greet you all at this 
time, 

This is our most critical hour, 
the hour for which we have waited 
80 years. For over three-quarters 
of a century, ever since the enact- 
ment of the Indian Act, our peo- 
ple have suffered discrimination 
and exploitation. Now at long 
last our chance has come to pre- 
sent to the people of Canada our 
hopes and desires in the revision 
of that Act, so that we may walk 
as free men in this land of our 
fathers. 

I personally feel that we, as a 
delegation, gave a good repre- 
sentation and at that time it was 
commended by the members of 
the Joint Committee that our 
presentation was one of the best. 
Your delegates appointed to repre- 
sent you I may say were well 
chosen. 

We were cordially received by 
our Federal members for both 
houses from B.C. They seemed 
just as interested in our welfare 
and our demands as we ourselves. 
We were entertained at a dinner 
by them and were helped in lob- 
bying the other members and 
ministers of the Federal govern- 
ment. I feel that this time we 
have really accomplished some- 
thing and it will be up to the mem- 
bers of our Organization to carry 
onward to our ultimate goal. 

In conclusion, as President of 
our Organization, I feel it has been 
an honor and a pleasure to rep- 
resent our members in the Prov- 
ince of B.C. I sincerely feel I have 
done my duty and carried out all 





(Continued on Page 2) 
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A strong and experienced delegation travelled to Ottawa 
last May 1st and 2nd to throw light on every phase of Indian 
problems in British Columbia. The delegation went before the 
Special Joint Committee of the House of Commons and Senate, 
who for the past two years has been hearing officials of the 
Indian Department as well as representatives of organized and 
unorganized Natives from every part of Canada, with the view 
to an intelligent revision of the Indian Act. 

Chief William Scow, president, and Rev. P. R. Kelly, chair- 
man, represented the Native Brotherhood of B.C. Guy R. Wil- 
liams was chosen to speak for the Unaffiliated Indians of B.C. 
Thomas Gosnell went as an Independent representative. These 
four men could not have been better chosen for such an under- 
taking .The Indians of Canada have waited 80 years for re- 
lease; this opportunity could not be muffed therefore the re- 


sponsibility was tremendous. 





GUY R. WILLIAMS 

“To co-operate with all who 
have at heart the welfare of the 
Natives and to co-operate with the 
government and its officials for the 
betterment of all conditions sur- 
rounding the life of the Natives.” 

The above is a part of the pre- 
amble of the Native Brotherhood 
of B.C. How well I remember 
the words when they were spoken 
by the late President, Alfred 
Adams, at the 7th annual conven- 
tion of the organization . . . it was 
on the strength of these words 
that I joined the Native Brother- 
hood that year. 

In 1939 the Department indicat- 
ed that they would meet the Na- 
tive Brotherhood under certain 
conditions only . . . the war then 
broke out and when Canada en- 
tered the war the Native Brother- 
hood wired the Premier, stating 
that they would drop their de- 
mands to the government for the 
duration, so as not to interfere 
with the government’s war effort. 
All this is background to what 
has already taken place. A Joint 
Parliamentary Committee for two 
years now has been gathering evi- 
dence for the revision of the In- 
dian Act. AT LONG LAST, the 
Indian is consulted and he is now 
voicing this thought as loud as the 
officials of the Indian Department. 
Your delegates in Ottawa on May 
1st and 2nd did as good a job as 


- best. 


But’ experience and _ sincerity 
made their presentation one of the 
In fact one member was 
prompted to say “We have not 
heard any which have surpassed 
you in your presentation.” Chief 
William Scow was President of 
the Pacific Coast Native Fisher- 
men Association when fhe associa- 
tion formed a merger with the 
Native Brotherhood of B.C. in 1942. 
Also he has been elected presi- 
dent for the last two years of the 
Native Brotherhood of B.C. Rev. 
P. R. Kelly, chairman, has worked 
unceasingly amongst our people 
for the past 40 years, and Rev. 
Kelly was also chairman of the 
Allied Tribes when they made 
their presentation to Ottawa in 
1927. Guy R. Williams has been 
a member of the Native Brother- 
hood of B.C. for eleven years and 
as Business Agent for the past 
three years has gained an over-all 
knowledge of Indian _ problems. 
Thomas Gosnell was one of the 
original founders of The Native 
Brotherhood of B.C. 18 years ago 
and he has been an ardent mem- 
ber since. He has been Chief 
Councillor at Port Simpson for the 
past 20 years. 

Each one of these men has a 
burning hope that every Native 
man, woman and child will emerge 
a free person as a result of this re- 
vision of the Indian Act. 

The delegates were introduced to 
the members of the Special Joint 
Committee by Rev. P. R. Kelly; 
then the fact that the Native 
Brotherhood represents one-half 
of the Natives in B.C. and is the 
largest Native organization in Can- 
ada was brought out. Rev. Kelly 
next presented the Brief as fol- 
lows: 








any delegation when they on your 
behalf presented the Native Broth- 
erhood brief. This organization 
definitely is the largest in Can- 
ada. '@| 

I had the honor to represent the 
unaffiliated people of the Prov- 
ince, these are the bands who do 
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GUY R. WILLIAMS 
(Continued from Page 1) 


not belong to any organization. 
The Parliamentary Committee did 
not make a mistake when they 
asked the Native Brotherhood to 
appoint a representative for them. 
I feel that I have fully and right- 
fully represented them I say this, 
that in the three years as business 
agent of the Native Brotherhood 
I have travelled the greater part 
of British Columbia I have met 
these people and discussed with 
them their immediate wants and 
difficulties; this your delegation 
fully explained to the Committee. 
Now I cannot help but compare 
this Joint Parliamentary Commit- 
tee with that of 1927 on the B.C. 
Allied Tribe’s Land Question. The 
Committee at that time was on the 
defensive and to me seemed very 
hostile toward the Indians’ de- 
mands to the extent the govern- 
ment appointed their foremost men 
to argue against the claims of the 
Allied Tribes. This present Com- 
mittee seems to be very keen and 
eager to learn and get all the 
views and the problems of the In- 
dians and to my mind are very 
sympathetic and sincere in want- 
ing to better the Indian’s lot. Now 

Your deelgation lobbyed many 

members of Parliament, forever 
pressing to make them understand 
the needs of our people; the 
shortcomings of the Indian De- 
partment, schools to be taken off 
the hands of the denominations 
and the dictatorial attitude of the 
majority of Indian Agents who are 
responsible for many an Indian 
going to the Happy Hunting 
Grounds prematurely. 
In conclusion I want to draw your 
attention to the final words of the 
Chairman to your delegation when 
he quoted the words of the Min- 
ister of Mines and Resources, 
June 26th, 1946: 

Permit me, in conclusion, to 
assure all Canadian Indians and 

everyone interested in their 
welfare that this committee is 
doing and will do all in its power 
to ensure that the forthcoming 
revision of the Indian Act will, 
in every sense, be a Magna 
Carta of the Canadian Indian.” 
Is this not in line with the aims 

and the preamble of the Native 
Brotherhood of B.C.? Brothers 
and sisters this is not the finish, 
we continue to need a stronger 
and a bigger Native Brotherhood 
—support your Organization to 
the limit. 

I would like to thank the Or- 
ganization and all my friends for 
the confidence placed in me in 
representing the Unaffiliated 
groups of our Province, and re- 
member, my friends, we still own 
the Province of British Columbia. 
We have never surrendered our 
title to our lands! 


WM. SCOW 


(Continued from Page 1) 











our policies in the Brief present- 
at Ottawa. I would like nothing 
better than to give my report to 
all the villages and reservation in 
B.C. personally, but owing to the 
importance, we have decided to 
print a condensed form of our 
presentation in the Native Voice. 
And I would ask you all to read 
this paper carefully. In closing I 
would like to brag a little if I 
may, that our Organization, the 
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Special Joint Committee of the Senate 
and the House of Commons 


Presentation of Brief of the Native Brotherhood of British 
Columbia by the Rev. P. R. Kelly; 

The Native Brotherhood of British Columbia have the honour 
and pleasure to present for your earnest consideration the within 
brief. The subject matter thereof considers Indian administra- 
tion in general, and in particular the matters specified and num- 
bered one to eight in the orders of reference of both the Senate 


and House of Commons. 
1. TREATY RIGHTS AND OBLI- 

GATIONS: 

Wherever there are treaty rights 
and obligations these should be 
strictly adhered to and should not 
be abrogated without the consent 
of both parties. 

2. BAND MEMBERSHIP: 

(1) Band membership is pro- 
vided for in the present Indian 
Act, and where it is considered 
necessary, the terms should be 
more flexible to admit such per- 
sons as are considered suitable by 





Native Brotherhood, was com- 
mended at Ottawa as the best or- 
ganized Native group in Canada, 
and I am proud to be in this or- 
ganization. Thank you. 





REV. P. R. KELLY 
(Continued from Page 1) 


greater need of higher educa- 
tion. I have made ten trips in 
all representing our people at 
Ottawa and on September 29th, 
1944 last, I presented a 10-point 
program which was headed by 
the desire of the Native people 
for a ROUND TABLE CONFER- 
ENCE, which I feel was instru- 
mental in bringing about the Spe- 
cial Joint Committee on the In- 
dian Act these last two years. On 
two occasions I had the pleasure 
of appearing before this Commit- 
tee. First on the 27th June, 1946, 
and second with our delegates in 
May of this year, presenting our 
Brief. 

I wish to comment on the gen- 
eral atitude and treatment we re- 
ceived while in Ottawa. Our re- 
ception was both warm and sin- 
cere. The general impression I 
got from the Committee through 
our talks is that the general trend 
and attitudes of our government 
today to our Native people is for 
the better and that there are great 
promises for a better future. 


In conclusion I would appeal to 
you all to back our Brief to the 
full, which I feel for British Col- 
umbia has taken the overall pic- 
ture of our needs. It is also neces- 
sary that we unite fully behind 
this organization so that we may 
make gains to our ultimate goal of 
a true Magna Carta of our people 
in Canada. 





the Band concerned. 

One practical instance would be 
on the death of her white husband, 
an Indian woman should be ad- 
mitted to the Band, similarly 
where an Indian woman has mar- 
ried a white man and has suffered 
desertion for a period of some 
specified time, she should be per- 
mitted to rejoin the Band. 

Where enfranchisement has oc- 
curred and it is found that the 
Indian is not suitable for citizen- 
ship some provision for re-admis- 
sion to the Band should be pro- 
vided subject, however, to for- 
feiture of any right on the capital 
fund of the Band. It is felt that 
these provisions would add to the 
self-esteem of the person in ques- 
tion as well as make adequate 
economical provision in the in- 
stances of women concerned. 

(2) No member should be re- 
moved from Band membership un- 
less it be by the will of the person 
and the Band concerned. 

It is considered that the Band 
concerned should have a veto on 
enfranchisement. 

Similarly, no  enfranchisement 
should occur at the instances of 
other than an Indian or his Band 
as is permitted under Section 110 
(5) of the “Indian Act.” This pres- 
ent section 110 (5) may allow of 
abuses in that the Indian agent or 
his subordinates can threaten In- 
dians with enfranchisement. It 
may be said that no enfranchise- 
ment could occur unless under 
proper governmental auspices but 
individual cases show that the 
Indian agent or his subordinates 
can threaten an Indian and it 
would be possible legally that the 
Indian would be enfranchised with- 
out his consent or the consent of 
the Band as specified in Section 
110 (1). Whatever argument may 
be advanced that only proper and 
bona fide governmental action 
would be taken, nevertheless, un- 
der the present section there is 
color that improper action could 
be threatened. 

(3) Illegitimate children’s mem- 
bership should be protected fully. 

Section 12 of the present act 
should be eliminated. It follows 
all generally accepted legal prin- 
ciples in this country that the il- 
legitimate child has the status of 
its mother. Indian children are 
certainly entitled to the full status 
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3. LIABILITY OF INDIANS 

PAY TAXES. 

(a) The imposition of income 
and other taxation on the nati 
people is viewed as unjust as th 
have no voice in the affairs of t 
country; they are treated as w. 
and minors. The natives look up 
this as a violation of the Briti 
principle, “No taxation with 
representation.” 

There is no legal instrument 
existence which suggests that 
Governments in Canada have 
right to tax Indians. On the of! 
hand there was a tacit understa 
ing when the Indians relinqu 
their domains to Canada that t 
would be free from taxation. 


Under Article 13 of the “Te 
of Union” between British Colw 
bia and the Dominion:— 


“The Charge of the Indians, 
the trusteeship and manageme 
of lands reserved for their 1 
and benefit, shall be assumed 
the Dominion Government, 
a policy as liberal as that hit 
to pursued by the British Colw 
bia Government shall be co 
tinued by the Dominion Gover 
ment after Union.” 
British Columbia never taxed | 
dians prior to Union. Let us c 
sider the situation historically. 
The only records of direct tra 
fer of lands by the Indians 
referred to “B.C. Papers Connect 
with the Indian Land Questi 
1850-1875” wherein the Indi 
made transfers of lands to { 
Hudson’s Bay Company. The 
were reserved to the Indians hw 
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ing and fishing rights as formerly 
carried on by the Indians. This 
has been the pattern for British 
Columbia in taxation. No hunting 
or trap line licinses have been 
charged although when Mr. Jones 
was Minister of Finance an in- 
dividual fee for a gill netter was 
set at Five Dollars ($5.00) per 
boat.. This caused considerable 
contention and these fees or taxes 
were gradually dropped. However, 
with the advent of Income Tax 
even Indians working on fishing 
boats have been taxed. There 
would appear no justification for 
this taxation in view of the afore- 
mentioned considerations. 


As stated under the “Terms of 
Union” the Indians were supposed 
to receive just as favourable treat- 
ment after Union. However, eco- 
nomic conditions and modes of 
living in Canada have changed to 
the detriment of the Indians. This 
condition arises because the re- 
serves set aside for the Indians 
have now become inadequate. 

In British Columbia the Indians 
have no treaty rights save and 
except the treaties madg by Sir 
James Douglas and these were 
with small bands of Indians. The 
reserves for the Indians were not 
sufficient to make the Indians self- 
sustaining and provide sufficient 
revenue for their well being. They 
were not given sufficient lands to 
allow them to be self supporting 
and self sustaining while on the 
other hand the lands contiguous 
to the reserves have been commer- 
cialized and exploited with no 


benefit to the Indians. For in- 
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stance, logging operations have 
removed the rights of the Indians 
to take any timber from contigu- 
ous lands however necessary it 
may be for their welfare. The fact 
now is that in British Columbia 
the reserves have become inade- 
quate. 


(b) If the governments have the 
right to impose taxation on the 
Indians, then such social benefits 
as are enjoyed by the taxpayers 
of the country should have been 
granted to the Indians, such as: 

i. Old Age Pensions. 

ii. Mother’s Pension. 

iii. Social Assistance. 

iv. Home for the Aged. 

It is appreciated that Family Al- 
lowance is made available for the 
Indians. 


If there is to be taxation then 
for the Indians there should be 
adequate representation in the 
affairs of Government and ade- 
quate compensation for the taxa- 
tion so imposed. 

(c) The Native Indians should 
also be given equal opportunities 
for employment in civil service, 
in public works, and other forms 
of employment. 

An instance may be cited where 
an Indian made application for 
the position of engineer on the 
Indian Agent’s boat. Although the 
Indian applicant had . superior 
knowledge and qualifications he 
was refused the position simply 
because he was an Indian. Refer- 
ence could be made to the evi- 
dence of Brigadier Martin (min- 
utes and proceedings of evidence, 
number 19) with respect to his 
application for an Indian Agency. 

(d) The denial to the Indians 
of the rights to pre-empt lands 
should also be removed. 

4. ENFRANCHISEMENT 

OF INDIANS. 

Enfranchisement, as it is pro- 
vided for in the Indian Act, is not 
satisfactory, because of that, very 
few Indians have availed them- 
selves of it. They do not wish to 
sacrifice the hereditary rights as 
Indians simply for the right to 
vote. Yet this is a right of citizen- 
ship which they crave because 
they live under the laws of the 
land and feel that they should 
have some voice in the formula- 
tion of such laws. 

The only solution is to extend 
the rights of citizenship to the 
Indians as such without the neces- 
sity of their enfranchisement. The 
rights of citizenship should be ex- 
tended to the Indians, but in view 
of the many issues involved, care- 
ful consideration should be given 
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to the conditions under which this 
could be granted. A system of 
native representation such as the 
Maoris enjoy in New Zealand 
could be the pattern followed in 
Canada. There the Maoris retain 
their aboriginal rights but at the 
same time have full representation 
in parliament. See New Zealand 
Year Book (1944). Why cannot this 
be done in Canada? 

The incentive to advance is 
noticeable where the rights of 
citizenship are enjoyed by the 
native people as they are in 
Alaska. 

Perhaps a more comprehensive 
understanding can be had if one 
realizes that Indians can be placed 
in perhaps three main categories. 

(a) There are Indians who boast 
in the fact that they are Indians, 
remain Indians and will die as 
Indians. They insist on being 
wards of the Government in the 
fullest sense and do not want any 
part of progress. They are sus- 
Picious of any advancement, as 
they think this means the separa- 
tion from the past. 

(b) There is a second group that 
want all the advantages of civil- 
ization and progress. They want 
education and all the medical care 
that the Government has to offer, 


‘as well as other securtiies that 


come to them on the Reserve life, 
but they do not want to even con- 
sider the responsibilities that these 
involve. They want to be carried 
along “on flowery beds of ease.” 

(c) There is a third group, that 
sees things just as they are. They 
appreciate all the advantages of 
civilization and realize all progress 
has its price, that the profits of 
civilization are fully appreciated 
only by those who have had to 
face some of the responsibilities 
for it. This group comprise the 
more virile type. They want to 
have all these advantages of civil- 
ization and profit by its Spiritual 
and material values. They also 
have learned this means shoulder- 
ing responsibility. They want the 
rights of citizenship but do not 
wish to surrender their hereditary 
rights all in one stroke. 

Obviously it should be the objec- 
tive of the Indians as well as the 
Government by all means at their 
disposal by way of education and 
otherwise to bring all the Indians 
within the third category to the 
realization that to every right 
there is a corresponding duty. 
Then a beginning can be made 
towards citizenship followed by a 
transitionary period of probation 
towards ultimate citizenship. 

5. ELIGIBILITY TO VOTE 

IN DOMINION ELECTIONS. 

Eligibility of Indians to vote in 
Dominion elections should be 
granted under the conditions out- 
lined above. 

6. ENCROACHMENT ON 

INDIAN RESERVES. 

So long as Indian reserves are 
what they are, it is unreasonable 
for white persons to encroach on 
them. 

7. DAY AND RESIDENTIAL 

SCHOOLS. 

Education of Indians at present 
is the sole responsibility of the 
Federal Government therefore, in 
conformity with the other educa- 
tional practice in Canada gener- 
ally, Indian day and residential 
schools should be free from de- 
nominational jurisdiction. In Brit- 
ish Columbia the B.C. curriculum 
should be used exclusively and the 
supervision and inspection of the 
schools under the Provincial in- 


spectors, the cost of such super- 
vision to be borne by the Federal 
Government. The school age 
should be advanced to eighteen 
(18) years due to the broken 
period of attendance occasioned 
by the casual geographical employ- 
ment of the parents. Where fathers 
have to leave home for their em- 
ployment, the mothers should be 
encouraged to remain at home and 
keep their children attending 
school. Wherever possible the 
Indian children should be_ per- 
mitted to attend the public schools 
and the per capita cost thereof 
paid by the Federal Government. 
As a fundamental principle Indian 
children should be allowed to at- 
tend Canadian Public Schools. 

Residential schools should be 
maintained for pupils not within 
range of the day schools and these 
schools should also be non-denom- 
inational. At Port Alberni, for in- 
stance, there is a large residential 
school which should include high 
school facilities. If this particular 
school cannot be equipped and 
staffed for high education then 
the pupils should be allowed to 
reside there and attend the regu- 
lar high school. However, wher- 
ever possible the day school sys- 
tem should be encouraged and day 
schools established. 

There are two salient features 
pertaining to schools and aduca- 
tion generally which should be 
stressed:— ; 

(a) The schools should be un- 
denominational:—The Indians ap- 
preciate that at one time the en- 
tire cost of education was borne 
by the Churches but they believe 
that education being the sole re- 
sponsibility of the Federal Gov- 
ernment under the law the Federal 
Government should exercise and 
implement this responsibility into 
direct action. 


At the present time the Churches 
furnish part of the moneys ex- 
pended on education and the In- 
dians are very grateful and ap- 
preciative thereof. If the Domin- 
ion Government assumed the cost 
then the Churches would have ad- 
ditional money to advance their 
ministry in additional social serv- 
ices and practical benefits to the 
Indians. Education is the primary 
duty of the Government and not of 
the Church and as such, should be 
undenominational. 

(b) Greater facilities and oppor- 
tunity for Education:—The oppor- 
tunity to obtain high school and 
university education should be 
available more generally for In- 
dian youth. In isolated instances 
in British Columbia the Indian 
Agent has permitted Indians to 
attend the regular high schools but 
a great number of deserving In- 
dian students have been denied 
this privilege, that is, refused by 
the Indian agent. What a situation 
this is when we consider that the 
Indian agent is, in a sense, in con- 
trol of the intellectual develop- 
ment of, and thereby controlling, 
the destinies of a people, a race! 
No individual should be denied 
the right of intellectual advance- 
ment at the behest of one man 
however benevolent a despot he 
may appear to be. 

The time has certainly come for 
the Government to inaugurate a 
higher standard of training in the 
schools and employ more highly 
trained and competent teachers. 
The need for more advanced voca- 
tional traning is evident. There 
are many reasons for the Govern- 
ment’s deficiency, such as the dif- 
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ficulty in obtaining white teachers 
to handle this more difficult work 
and to pay adequate salaries 
therefor. The Dominion Govern- 
ment could and should alleviate 
this problem by training Indian 
workers. 

There must of necessity be im- 
proved educational facilities. It 
should be the objective in Indian 
education to train Indian leaders 
and teachers, nurses and others 
for work in the Indian communi- 
ties. How then can this be done 
without proper educational facili- 
ties? 

It has been very difficult and in 
many instances impossible to get 
properly trained white teachers 
and nurses to live in isolated 
areas. An Indian girl trained as a 
nurse would feel quite at home at 
Kitamaat, for instance, whereas a 
white girl nurse finds the district 
far too isolated and dreary. This 
illustration is from actual experi- 
ence. Why should there not be 
an adequate supply of Indian 
nurses made available? With 
proper educational facilities this 
would soon be possible. The same 
applies to all branches of Indian 
education and social service. 

In British Columbia the educa- 
tional situation is deplorable, as 
shown by the following statistics: 

According to evidence presented 
by Major D. M. MacKay, Commis- 
sioner for Indian Affairs in British 
Columbia, to the Special Joint 
Committee of the Senate and the 
House of Commons in June, 1946, 
12,000 or nearly 50% of the Indian 
population of B.C. are 17 years of 
age or under. In the year 1945-1946 
only 4,100 Indian children were 
enrolled in schools. It was esti- 
mated by Major MacKay that ap- 
proximately 1200 Indian children 
in B.C. were receiving no educa- 
tion whatsover. Of those enrolled, 
only 87 had reached Grade VIII, 
while 142 were in Grade VII, 261 
in Grade VI and 382 in Grade V. 
Only 24 Indian pupils were receiv- 
ing high school education. There 
were 201 Indian pupils attending 
the elementary public schools of 
the Province. 

8. OTHER MATTERS OR THINGS 
PERTAINING TO THE SOCIAL 
AND ECONOMIC STATUS OF 
INDIANS AND THEIR AD- 
VANCEMENTS. 

(a) Medical Care: According to 
the evidence given before the 
Joint Committee in Ottawa, Dr. F. 
F. Tisdall of Toronto pointed out 
the fact that the death rate from 
tuberculosis among the Indians of 
Manitoba in the vicinity of Nor- 
way House was fifty times greater 
than among the white people of 





that province. Unless a_ better 
standard of health is reached and 
maintained, alf the efforts for ad- 
vancement along other lines will 
be futile. Preventative medical 
care should be more intensively 
carried out. 

(b) Uniformity of treatment and 
hospital costs. The medical care 
of Indians is the responsibility of 
the Dominion Government. There 
is no legal instrument acknowl- 
edging this, but as a fact it is ad- 
mitted. 

The Government has established 
sanitariums for treatment of Tuber- 
culosis but ordinary cases are 
assigned to general hospitals. 

The Doctor in charge of a case 
reports to the Indian agent and in 
many cases the Indian agent has 
refused to allow cases to go to 
hospital. The Doctor’s’ verdict 
should be final in all casesjin the 
interest of uniformity. In matern- 
ity cases the Indian Department 
pays for the first five days and 
patients have been prematurely 
discharged. 

There are cases of specialized 
treatment, but here again the mat- 
ter is left to the Indian Agent. 
There should be a uniform prac- 
tice adopted. 

The Indian Department has 
made a ruling that any Indian 
residing off the reserve for a 
period of eighteen months is no 
longer entitled to medical assist- 
ance. This should be abrogated. 
Residence elsewhere may not be 
of choice but an economic neces- 
sity. 

(c) Agriculture: The need for 
assistance in the field of agricul- 
ture generally is most urgent. 
Even after centuries of farming 
life, the white people find it neces- 
sary to send their sons and daugh- 
ters to obtain the most advanced 
scientific training in farming, fruit 
growing and gardening. The In- 
dians, who are just beginning this 
life, need more practical training 
along these lines. In the farming 
areas of the coast and interior of 
British Columbia, the need of bet- 
ter barns, irrigation and larger 
areas of lands for farming and 
grazing must be met. 

All Canadian Universities have 
courses leading to the degree of 
Bachelor of Scientific Agriculture. 
These educational facilities should 
be made available for Indian 
students. 

Special attention should be given 
by the Indian Department to a 
study of Indian rights under the 
“Water Act.” Indians have com- 
plained that they are not getting 
their share of water. There are 
many contributing factors requir- 
ing adjustment. 


Assistance should be given to 
-procure mechanical implements of 
farming. Livestock of proper 
quality also should be established 
on Indian farms. This should be 
done with the ultimate view of 
making the farms self-supporting. 

(d) General cases should not go 
to a T.B. Hospital for treatment. - 

e) Sanitation: The lack of proper 
sanitation in Indian homes un- 
doubtedly has been the cause of 
spreading of such diseases as tu- 
berculosis and kindred diseases. 

(f) Housing: The need of better 
housing. in the Indian villages, 
communities and settlements must 
receive very serious consideration. 
Standards should be set forth and 
insisted upon for the relief of 
overcrowding and the provision of 
sanitation. Carrying this into ef- 
fect may mean a better apprecia- 
tion of the improvement of health 
generally, and family independ- 
ence. 

(g) Traplines: The restoration of 
traplines that have been used by 
Indians formerly and now assigned 
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to white trappers should be _ in- 
vestigated with a view to restoring 
them to proper holders. 

It has been pointed out that 
prior to the time traplines had to 
be registered, Indians had large 
areas available to them. In some 
instances Indian agents have not 
advised the Indians of the neces- 
sity of registration. Before the 
Indians became aware of the situ- 
ation many traplines had been 
taken up. Where traplines were 
known to have been the property 
of Indians these should be re- 
turned to the Indian users. In 
some instances traplines have been 
repurchased for the Indians. This 
practice should be carried out gen- 
erally. 

(h) Appointments in the Indian 
Department: Priority equal to that 
given to returned soldiers should 
be given to Indians who are ap- 
plicants for appointment in the 
Indian Department and Civil Serv- 
ice. Inducement should be given 
to Indians to train for such posi- 
tions. 
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Civil Services academic qualifi- 
cations should be relaxed in favor 
of Indians until such time as 
higher schools of learning are 
made available. " 

Returned Soldier priority in this 
branch of the Civil Service of Can- 
ada defeats its own purpose. 
Proper qualification and practical 
experience should not be sacrificed 
in too close a conformity with 
past practices and regulations. 

Canada could very well follow 
the example of the United States. 
There in the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs a great percentage of the 
employees are Indians, and this is 
as it should be in Canada. This 
may be a radical departure in In- 
dian Administration in Canada but 
the Indians feel it has historical 
precedent and would be _ bene- 
ficial in Canada. 

(i) Committee to Revise the 
“Indian Act’: There should be In- 
dian representation to assist in the 
framing and drafting of the actual 
amendments deemed necessary. 
Legal counsel should be employed 
as well to represent the Indians 

(j) Indian Department: A_ sep- 
arate Department of Indian Affairs 
should be formed in Ottawa with 
its own minister in charge. Indian 
Agents should be directly respons- 
ible to this department in Ottawa 
rather than to provincial commis- 
sioners, which office should be 
abolished. 

Too often carefully developed 
plans for local improvements, pre- 
pared after exhaustive considera- 
tion and application by individual 
Indian agents never reach Ottawa 
for deliberation. 


The appointment of the person- 
nel of the Indian Department 
should be kept above the realm of 
party politics. Proper qualifica- 
tion and integrity should be de- 
ciding factors. 

(k) Indian Lands: Compensation 
should be made for lands and tim- 
ber areas alienated from the In- 
dians. Reference should be made 
to Paragraph 3 (a) herein. The 
same argument is applicable. 


(1) Self Government: Self gov- 
ernment in directing the affairs 
of the village should be placed 
more fully in the hands of the 
Councils, and the appointment of 
Councils must be encouraged. In 
large areas in British Columbia 
there are no Councils. Govern- 
ment is accomplished through 
chiefs. 

Where it is the unaimous opinion 
of the village or band concerned 
to spend money out of the band 
funds for improvement in the vil- 
lage life, the Indian Agent or the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
should comply with the wishes of 
the band and not exercise his veto 
power. é 

(m) Industry: 

(1) The establishment of indus- 
tries, such as fur farming, can- 
neries and sawmills, should be en- 
couraged and assisted on a Cco- 
operative basis. 

(2) Indian fishermen should be 
given assistance to obtain seine 
boats, and where necessary, other 
fishermen should be assisted in ob- 
taining boats and fishing gear. The 
more progressive Indian requiring 
capital to engage in fishing, par- 
ticularly seine fishing, are at the 
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mercy of the large fishing cor- 
porations. 

(n) Walfare: So long as the In- 
dian Department assumes full re- 
sponsibility for the social welfare 
and medical care of Indians, there 
should be no discrimination be- 
cause of residence which ‘is mostly 
dictated by economic necessity. 
Further to Paragraph 8 (a) dis- 
charged and out-patients of hos- 
pitals should receive additional 
care and assistance. 


(o) Indian Act: There are many 
very fine features of the Indian 
Act which are protective and bene- 
ficial to the Indians. 


(p) Band Funds and _ Tribal 
Funds should be strictly under 
control of the Band and Tribe. 

(q) Old Age Pensions for In- 
dians should be granted to Indians 
and on the same basis as other 
citizens. 


It would add to the dignity and 
personal worth of the Indians to 
receive regular Old Age Pension 
payments rather than spasmodic 
paltry pittances. 

(r) Relief should be the same as 
allowed by the Provincial Govern- 
ment. 

(s) Returned Soldiers: It is 
gratifying to notice that the Native 
Indian returned soldier is treated 
with the same consideration as 
other returned men. The spirit of 
this policy should be continued. 

Statistics show that on a per 
capita basis the Indian population 
was very well represented for over- 
seas service. The Indians did their 
full share in every area of actual 
combat service in all branches of 
the Service of their country. The 
Indians volunteered for active 
service. They did not stop to 
ponder what Canada had done for 
them, much less question what 
benefits the future would hold. 

The Indians have an_ innate 
sense and spirit of patriotism. 
Could not the Dominion Govern- 
ment encourage this in peace time 
by extending to them a greater 
participation in this great Canada 
of ours? 

ALL OF WHICH IS RESPECT- 
FULLY SUBMITTED. 

This Brief is submitted by the 
NATIVE BROTHERHOOD OF 
BRITISH COLUMBIA, pursuant 
to resolution passed at the 17th 
Convention therof held at Massett, 
British Columbia, on or about the 
3lst day of March, A.D. 1947, and 
is executed and presented by its 
official representatives on its be- 
half; namely, Chief William Scow, 
Reverend Peter R. Kelly and Mr. 
Guy R. Williams. 

DATED at the City of Vancou- 
ver, in the Province of British Co- 
lumbia, this 28th day of April, 
A.D. 1947. 

NATIVE BROTHERHOOD OF 

BRITISH COLUMBIA. 
“CHIEF WILLIAM SCOW,” 
President. 
“REV. PETER R. KELLY,” 
Chairman of Legislative 
Committee. 
“GUY R. WILLIAMS,” 
Representative of Unaffiliated 
Indians of British Columbia. 


* 


Mr. Guy R. Williams represented 
the Unaffiliated Indians of British 
Columbia, delegated by the Native 
Brotherhood of B.C. as ordered by 
the Special Joint Committee. Mr. 
Williams was chosen for his back- 
ground as Business Agent for the 
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Native Brotherhood over a period 
of three years. His experience as 
Business Agent involved extensive 
travelling which gave him an over- 
all knowledge and keen grasp of 
conditions. 

Mr. Williams had no written sub- 
mission, but his comments were 
very well presented and covered 
a wide field. 

EDUCATION IS KEY 

In the three years I have been 
Business Agent, gentlemen, I have 
seen some conditions that are dif- 
ficult for some people to believe— 
conditions that they cannot be- 
lieve actually exist in this big 
country. I have seen poverty in its 
worst form amongst our people. 
True, there are others who are 
able to make a good living for 
themselves and their families; but 
on the other hand, there are con- 
ditions that must be made right, 
and I feel that it is the duty of this 
committee to know those condi- 
tions as they exist today and to 
make it possible for those condi- 
tions to be righted. To right those 
conditions in three years I have 
been associated with our Brother- 
hood I have come to the conclu- 
sion that education is the answer. 
It will lead to better health; it 
will lead to the condition whereby 
these people all acquire an edu- 
cation; it will lead to an objective 
whereby they will compete on an 
equal footing with other nationals 
in this country. The present sys- 
tem has to be corrected. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF TRADES 
AND INDUSTRIES THROUGH 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

I shall not refer to statistics, but 
I have made a public statement on 
more than one occasion and con- 
sulted a certain chairman of a cer- 
tain committee, and I will say that 
the Indian is responsible for more 
than 50 per cent. of the entire sal- 
mon catch on the Pacific Coast of 
Canada. We are also engaged in 
all lines of fisheries. That is the 
contribution of the Indian fisher- 
man to that industry. 

We are an asset to this country; 
that has been proven from time to 
time. We must be accepted as an 
asset by the people and by the 
government. A larger number of 
Indians need assistance in the 
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building of their homes. Some of 
our people are quite progressive; 
some of them own large boats out- 
right; some of them have fairly 
good farms; but they had to use a 
pick and shovel to acquire those 
good farms, whereas other na- 
tionals in this country can go to 
the bank and get the money. Our 
people do not have that privilege, 
particularly in British Columbia. 

While I realize there is a revolv- 
ing fund in the Department of 
Indian Affairs I have heard many 
of our Indian people questioning 
the use of this revolving fund; as a 
matter of fact, some of them say 
that it is revolving so fast that 
they cannot get their fingers in it. 
It can be used only with securities. 
In the province of British Colum- 
bia due to the fact that we have 
no treaties we are unable to raise 
the security such as is available in 
the central and eastern provinces. 
This, I believe, has been of some 
assistance to them, the revolving 
fund. I know of only one in- 
stance in British Columbia where 
one of our own people has made 
use of this revolving fund, but he 
had the security. Some sort of 
fund must be available to in- 
dustrialize the Natives in that part 
of Canada. 


TAXATION 

We have been given to under- 
stand that there is a ruling that 
there is no taxation of the Indian 
providing he makes his living on 
the reserve—providing he earns 
his income on the reserve. Now, 
an Indian goes out to sea and gets 
his catch in non-territorial waters; 
he comes in and delivers his catch 
to a fish processing plant situated 
on an Indian reserve; but he has 
been made to pay taxes on this 
particular catch, on those particu- 
lar deliveries to the plant on the 
Indian reserve. All the Indian 
saves is the land tax. The Indian 
pays all the other taxes, income, 
gasoline tax and so on. 


ADMINISTRATION 


These conditions are brought 
about by the fact, in my mind, be- 
cause of lack of proper administra- 
tion. It could have been a better 
picture, if the department, those in 
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charge of the Indians, had been 
more sympathetic and trained men. 
The result through lack of trained 
personnel is that the Indian is a 
displaced person, 

LACK OF FREEDOM 

He cannot actually do as he 
wishes because he is a minor. This 
must be righted so that he will be- 
come a free man. He is still under 
the Indian Act which was written 
about a century ago. He is paying 
taxes, he is fighting for the free- 
dom of the country in time of war. 
He should benefit along the same 
lines as other citizens of the coun- 
try benefit, because he is doing his 
part for this country. 

HEALTH 

You heard in the brief that was 
read yesterday about the death 
rate in some parts of Canada as a 
result of T.B., about its being very 
high. 

If the Indian is going to be able 
to maintain and raise his health 
standards he must be able, the 
privilege must be given to him, to 
go to any doctor when necessary. 
I believe in my own mind that if 
this was made possible or if it 
had been possible in the past 
many of our Indians would not 
have gone to the happy hunting 
grounds. Regulations and restric- 
tions are too many when it comes 
to the matter of health. 
ACCOUNTING OF $100,000 

I have been questioned—where is 
this $100,000 per annum going to, 
how is it to be spent, how are we 
benefiting by it. This $100,000 fund 
was given to the B.C. Allied Tribes 
in 1927 in lieu of annuities. I 
think it will be only fair for the 
government of Canada through 
the department to make an ac- 
counting of this $100,000 over the 
past twenty years. By making an 
accounting it would give our native 
people confidence in your gov- 
ernment. 

B.C. NEVER SURRENDERED 

In the province of British Co- 
lumbia the Indians of British Co- 
lumbia have never surrendered 
their title. 

Do you. realize that we are not 
treaty Indians in British Colum- 
bia? Other Indians in other prov- 
inces entered into a bargain with 
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the Federal Government for their 
land which resulted in treaties. 
The Government of Canada has 
never bargained with the Indians 
in British Columbia. 

In conclusion I want to stress 
that I feel deep in my heart that 
I am representing the unaffiliated 
groups because I have covered the 
greater part of British Columbia in 
the past three years. 

Mr. Farquhar: I understood Mr. 
Williams to say he represented the 
unaffiliated Indians fairly well 
throughout the province. 

Mr. MacNicol: He _ is_ quite 
capable of representing any or- 
ganization. 

Mr. Williams: The feeling of the 
Indians as a whole, in spite of the 
fact that there is distrust and dis- 
unity among all the Indians of 
Canada; in the back of their minds 
they are looking forward to this 
new Act that will liberate them, 
that it will be an advancement; 
that their children will actually 
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efit by it. 
o* * * 


he Special Joint Committee has 
ended an invitation to any In- 
n, other than the delegated 
mbers from each Province, to 
sent a brief, providing it is at 
own expense. 
R. THOS. GOSNELL travelled 
Dttawa on this invitation. (This 
pr was unable to secure a per- 
al statement from Mr. Gosnell 
pre he went home). 
r. Gosnell covered some very 
ent points. 
P FOR THE DESTITUTE 
Indian either had to be sick 
here: had to be some amount of 
| starvation and destitution 
e he comes under relief, 
h calls for approximately $4.00 
some odd cents per month. 
s was not available to the In- 
ns during the depression time. 
Indian Agent said “You have 
be sick.” 


LAKATLA, ALASKA 
etlakatla, Alaska, was founded 
Father Duncan. The USS. 
ernment granted this man ap 
d. His Indians are what they 
Tsimshian, the same as myself. 
y built a cannery and sawmill. 
ay as high as 200,000 cases is 
product of that cannery. If 
visit the school there, you will 
seven or eight teachers who 
native girls. If it is possible 
Alaska it is also possible in 
ish Columbia. At one time the 
ans in British Columbia were 
ahead of the Indians in,Alaska, 
today the Indians are far ahead 
he Indians in British Columbia, 
we give credit to the United 
es government. The Indians in 
ish Columbia are not beggars; 
do not want to beg; they want 
ething in the nature of a busi- 
proposition. 
IVE WOMEN 
ep Councils. There is a clause 
is part which I want to change. 
§ clause says the male mem- 
of the reserve can be nomi- 
d and elected as councillors. 
hink we can improve that by 
g the male and female mem- 
of the reserve. The Indian 
en who come from the school 
take part in the council and 
bme voters. If the council .has 
P off the path, a woman could 
them to walk the line, and in 
tion, the attractiveness of a 
han in a council room should 
y some weight. It will be 
ocratic to give the Indian 
en the right to vote and be- 
e councillors. 
IKES AND CO-OPERATIVES 
he Indians on the coast of Brit- 
Columbia are exposed to 
es. When a strike is called 
h ties up any part of the op- 
ion while the fishing season is 
here is a possibility that it will 
e them with the loss of their 
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full season’s work. One thing they 
have there is a big co-operative. 
During a strike they bring in 
ground fish—that is a system of 
trawling—and when a strike is on 
they cannot sell their fish to a 
private company, but the co-opera- 
tive plant can receive the fish be- 
cause of the fact that they are a 
co-operative. So long as they are 
not blocked by strike action on the 
part of the fisherman’s union on 
the coast they can continue to 
operate that co-operative plant. If 
the Indians owned a plant on a 
co-operative basis they would be 
enabled to continue in the case of 
a major strike taking place in B.C.; 
otherwise it means that the whole 
season’s work will be lost through 
no fishing with the result that the 
Indians will be left in very bad 
shape because of being deprived 
of an essential part of their liveli- 
hood. 
LACK OF QUALIFIED 
TEACHERS 

I have visited day and small resi- 
dential schools. My general ex- 
perience is we have not got fully 
qualified teachers. There is no in- 
spector, with the result that the 
teachers can do this and that as 
they wish. The children get to the 
fourth grade even with regular at- 
tendance. The regular attending 
pupil is in the same lower grade 
as the non-attending pupil, so we 
cannot blame the attendance for 
it. We blame the Indian depart- 
ment school system. The good 
teachers qualify for the higher 
schools, either provincial or muni- 
cipal, and they stay there. They 
get a job and hold it, with the 
result that the poor teachers are 
always around the Indian schools 
and the good teachers all go. In 
the villages there are very poor, 
and in some cases non-existent liv- 
ing quarters for the Indian day 
school teachers, with the result 
that when we get a good teacher 
she only stays there for a period of 
say six months, and as sOon as 
another opening, a better opening 
comes, she goes. I would suggest 
that there should be a director of 
Indian education in B.C. who 
would be the responsible person 
in all educational matters. 
ROADS AND UPKEEP 

Another problem which we have 
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in the north, on some reserves, es- 
pecially the reserve from which I 
come. The cars belonging to other 
people, such as the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, come on the reserve at 
certain times of the year and do 
a lot of damage to the roads. This 
occurs during periods of thaw after 
the cold weather. We try to con- 
trol all the motor cars, not per- 
mitting them to run on the re- 
serve road until after the thaw 
period. In some cases it is quite 
satisfactory, but in other cases the 
man in charge of the car says, “I 
have a B.C. license and I can go 
any place in British Columbia.” 

If his license permits him to 
go anywhere in B.C., why ask the 
village to be responsible for the 
upkeep of the road without any 
assistance from the provincial gov- 
ernment? I think there is some- 
thing wrong there. 

DRINKING WATER IMPURE 

We find the committee is look- 
ing into the question of the health 
of the Indians on the reserve. We 
find some places in which there is 
no fresh running water. Wells are 
dug in between houses and per- 
haps a dry toilet will be found 
within twenty feet of the well. Oc- 
casionally when there is an excess 
of rainfall the surface water seeps 
into these well. This condition 
should be thoroughly investigated. 
It exists today in British Columbia. 
People wonder why the Indian is 
always a sick man. The Indian? 
drink this water, that is the reason. 


* 


Mr. MacNicol: This meeting has 
been very interesting, and I hope 
that these witnesses, particularly 
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Sixth Annual 
Exhibition 


B.C. INDIAN 
ARTS AND 
CRAFTS 


June 9th to June 22nd, 1947, at 
the Provincial Museum, Vic- 
toria, B.C., sponsored by the 
B.C. Indian Arts and Welfare 
Society. 

Examples of the following are 
eligible for entry: 

Wood carving, basketry, knitted 
goods, sewing, embroidery, 
weaving, drawings and paint- 
ings (especially of native de- 
signs) wood work and any 
form of native art. 

PRIZES will be given to pupils 
submitting drawing or paint- 
ings which, in the opinion of 
the judges, show the greatest 
originality and promise. Pupils 
should submit two or more 
paintings or one group up to 
and including 10 years and one 
for 11 years and older. They 
should be native Indian de- 
signs, or pictures illustrating 
Indian life or Indian myths and 
stories. Prizes in each group 
will be awarded as _ follows: 
First — $3.00; Second — $2.00; 
Third — $1.00. 

All entries should be marked 
with the sender’s name (and 
age if a child), address and 
price (if the article is to be 
sold), and mailed to reach the 
Provincial Museum, Victoria, 
B.C., by June Ist. 
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the Rev. Mr. Kelly and Mr. Wil- 
liams, will be heard again. They 
can explain so many things. 

After the presentation of the dif- 
ferent Briefs, the members of the 
Special Joint Committee asked 
questions on some of the points 
they do not understand. The fol- 
lowing are very interesting read- 
ing: 

QUESTION: Now further down 
under (b) I note these words: “If 
there is to be taxation then for the 
Indians there should be adequate 
representation in the affairs of 
government and adequate compen- 
sation for the taxation so imposed.” 
Had you thought through far 
enough to formulate any idea how 
such representation might be im- 
plemented or brought about? 

ANSWER: Yes, if a representa- 
tion were to be given, a system of 
native representation such as the 
Maoris enjoy in New Zealand 
could be the pattern followed in 
Canada. The Maoris are allowed 
to vote for four members but they 
are not allowed to vote in the 
country at large for other mem- 
bers. 

tk Bd * 

QUESTION: Re Clause 2, no 
member should be removed from 
band membership unless it be the 
will of the person and the band 
concerned. My question is this: 
Are these instances of members 
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Indian Art 
Scholarship 


Offered by the 


B.C. INDIAN ARTS AND 
WELFARE SOCIETY 
VICTORIA, B.C. 


Rules for Competitors 
1.The scholarship, valued at 
$150.00, is open to B.C. Indian 
adults and young people. 
.Competitors must submit 
four or more colored designs. 
These may be original or 
ones used by their own tribes. 
If desired, sketches of tribal 
costume may be _ included 
These may be hunting. or 
fishing costumes, ceremonial 
costumes or special costumes 
worn for travel. All sketches 
should be colored. Please 
state whether designs are 
original or tribal. Extra marks 
will be given for designs not 
known to the Museum author- 
ities. 
. All work must reach the Pro- 
vincial Museum, Victoria, 
B.C., by June 1, 1947. 
Address: Indian Art Exhibit, 
Provincial Museum, Victoria, 
B.C. 
5.The name of the winner will 
be announced at the opening 
of the Indian Arts and Crafts 
Exhibition which will be 
opened on June §G, 1947. 
.In addition there will be a 
prize of $10.00. 
. The winner of the scholarship 
will be expected to do one 
month’s research work, col- 
lecting material and making 
sketches, in accordance with 
regulations which can _ be 
had from the Museum on ap- 
plication. When possible, this 
work will be done in Vic- 
toria and Vancouver. 
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May, 





being removed from the band 

against the will of the person? 
ANSWER: Yes. Sometimes one 
is compelled to be away from his 
reserve because of economic neces- 
sity. There are no industries on 
the reserve, as you know; one has 
to go away. If one has to be away 
continuously and does not come 
back he can lose his membership 
in his band. Unless one goes to a 
foreign country I do not. think 
there should be any discrimination 

whatsoever. 
* * a 


QUESTION: You made the state- 


‘ ment that the B.C. Indians are not 


treaty Indians. 

ANSWER: Yes. 

QUESTION: What do you con- 
sider, then, the status of the Indian 
of British Columbia if they did not 
surrender their territory. 

ANSWER: A non-treaty Indian; 
I think that is his status. 

QUESTION: There is $100,000 
paid to the Indians of British Co- 
lumbia in lieu of treaty money; 
how is that spent; is that given to 
them? 

ANSWER: No. 

QUESTION: What about it? 

ANSWER: The Indian depart- 
ment spends the money for pur- 
poses that they think will best 
serve the Indian, I suppose. 

QUESTION: Such as what? 

ANSWER: Medical, education, 
farming—along agricultural lines 
generally; as well as higher edu- 
cation and vocational training. 


QUESTION: But you receive no 
money directly as a treaty right. 

ANSWER: No. 

Senator: In short, would it not 
mean just this: that the depart- 
ment spent that money doing 
things that the department are in 
duty bound to do so in its own 
right? 

Mr. Castleden: That is the very 
point I wanted to bring out. 

Editor’s Note: In twenty years 
this money amounts to two million 
dollars and there has been no ac- 
counting of it in that time. It 
seems it is being spent on affairs 
for which the Department already 
receives a grant. 

The Indians of B.C.. feel they 
should have a say on how and 
where this money should be spent, 
such as higher education, etc. 

* * * 

QUESTION: Do you know of any 
instance where an Indian child 
has been denied higher education, 
because of a recommendation of 
an Indian agent or for some other 
reason? 

ANSWER: At our convention in 
Massett last month a young man 
stood up and gave his own life 
experience. He came from Port 
Essington. He wanted to have 
higher education and finally he got 
into the high school. He applied to 
the Indian agent at Prince Rupert 
at the time, who told him there 
was no money for it. 

Mr. Gosnell: I know of a case 
where higher education was de- 


nied, and that was to my own 
daughter. She passed her examin- 


ations in Port Simpson. I took her | 


to Prince Rupert, paid her board 
there and her upkeep. It ran to 
somewhere in the neighborhood of 
$75.00 per month. After I carried 
it for close to a year I went to the 
agent and told him that the load 
was a little too heavy and asked 
if there could be any assistance 
from the Indian department. The 
Indian agent told me, “You ought 
to be ashamed oi yourself, coming 
into this office and asking for as- 
sistance when you are in a posi- 
tion to carry your own daughter’s 
higher education.” There was no 
assistance. 


Mr. Scow: I have had the same 
experience as Mr. Gosnell. I had 
quite a time to get my oldest son 
to continue in higher education. 
He had the requirements for con- 
tinuing with higher education. I 
was told the same thing, that there 
was no provisioin. Mind you, I am 
explaining my own _ experience. 
The Indian agent himself told me 
he could not see any way whereby 
the Indian Department could help 
me because he said I was in a 
financial position to support my 
own family. Just because I had 
acquired certain responsibilities 
with certain companies he thought 
I had all kinds of money. It was 
due to some friends of mine that 
my boy was able to continue with 
a higher education. He had to go 
through the provincial welfare in 


Vancouver to start with. In 
meantime the Indian Agent he 
of this and also the principaj 
the time. My boy is not goin 
school at the present time. k 
20 and attended university f 
year, and it was owing to lack 
money he could not go back. 

I also have a girl who has the 
quirements to continue in h 
education. | made an applica 
to the Indian Agent and he 
formed me that the policy of 
Indian Department was that 
two members of a family 
have higher education. 


Mr. Williams: I find pride in 
fact that my children are ab) 
mix with other nationals. 
may I add, Mr. Chairman, that 
girl in a class of 48 at Christ 
examinations came sixth and ne 
has been lower than ninth. 
boy has attended three years 
his lowest standing has 
fourth. It has been mostly se 
but he has never made the 
grade. I am not saying that 
children are above normal In 
children. They are just aver 
children and they are getting 
and they are competing in 
classroom with other nation 
That should be of benefit to 
Indian children. In a short t 
they emerge side by side 
white folks. 


* * * 
QUESTION: Is it your gen 
experience that as far as mate 
cases the Indian Department 1 
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the first five days only and 
n they are prematurely dis- 
ged? You say this in your 
f. Is that your general ex- 
ence? 
SWER: That is the ruling, but 
the hospital at Bella Bella, 
pre there is a very sympathetic 
or, Dr. Darby, he’ has kept 
m on at a loss until they were 
to be discharged. 
* * * 
br. P. E. Moore (Indian Medical 
ices, National Health and 
Ifare): If it has been a fact 
t any agent has so conducted 
nself (referring to five-day limit 
ced on Indian mothers) Mr. 
ey will substantiate the fact that 
has overstepped his authority. 
any question arises then the 
tor’s decision is final. Then if 
Indian wants special foods the 
nt can order them on the doc- 
s recommendation. 
hairman: Thank you very much, 
tor Moore. 
r. Castleden: I think Doctor 
ore would admit such a thing 
ght happen without his- depart- 
nt hearing of it. 

* * * 
NUESTION: Again on page 8 
refer to the Indian agent 
sing to allow Indians to go to 
> hospital contrary to the doc- 
‘s orders. It it true that an 
pnt can refuse to allow cases to 
to the hospital contrary to the 
lian doctor’s order? 
ANSWER: Contrary to the doc- 
’s orders, yes. 
RUESTION: Has he that author- 
yJ . 
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' ANSWER: | was on the board 
a hospital where the Indian 
ent came; contrary to the doc- 
’s orders, and told patients to 
home. 
QUESTION: That is a very seri- 
is matter. 
* + * 
NUESTION: I would like to ask 
. Kelly about the lands con- 
uous to the reserve having been 
mmercialized and exploited with 
benefit to the Indians. That 
uld see mto be very unfortunate. 
QUESTION: Do you say that the 
nber on the reserve does not 
long to you? 
SWER: The timber on the re- 
e does. 
fr. Williams: There are instances 
here the timber does not belong. 
fr. Kelly: That is a point I am 
d has been mentioned. From 
12 to 1916 a royal commission 
S appointed to finalize the re- 
e question in British Columbia. 
ere was equal representation 
bm the Dominion government 
d the Provincial government, 
d I think the chairman was a 
nty court judge or supreme 
rt justice by the name of Judge 
hitmore, as I remember. He 
me from the prairies. They 
bvelled all over the province, 
d in some instances new re- 
€s were recommended by them 
d set aside for the use of the 
tians. Now it has come to the 
Owledge of the people, I think 
the first time, that in some of 
Ose reserves—the new reserves 
At were set apart—prior to them 
Ing set apart somebody claimed 
e timber on them, and today the 
uation is that the land is an 
Gian reserve but the timber be- 
9s to some lumber company. 
bw that is the situation on some 
the reserves today. 
aod * * 


RUESTION: You said that the 


native Indians should be. given 
equal opportunities with other peo- 
ple for employment in the civil 
service—the Public Works -.and 
other forms of public employment; 
are they not? 

ANSWER: Theoretically possibly 
so— 

Chairman: Actually? 

Witness: Actually, no. 

Chairman: Actually it is a fact. 
We have an Indian in this depart- 
ment now. 

Mr. Castleden: One out of hun- 
dreds. 


Mr. Matthews: Let us get at 
that. These positions are adver- 
tised and advertisements are stuck 
up in the post offices, and I do not 
think you mean to imply that if 
two Indian young people wished 
to write the civil service examina- 
tions they would be refused to 
write the examinatins; I do not 
think you mean that? 


ANSWER: I do not think they 
would be refused the permission 
to write, but I think they would be 
wasting their time. 

1B a 1K 


Mr. Kelly: In Metlakatka, Alaska, 
and Ketchikan, the people are tak- 
ing their places with the citizens 
of that territory in the industrial 
life as well as the educational life. 
They are marching everywhere 
shoulder to shoulder with the other 
citizens. They realize the value of 
personal dignity as they have never 
thought it possible to do before. 

I should like to refer to what 
happens in Prince Rupert, for in- 
tance. There, in a theatre, where 
the price of admission is the same 
for all, Indian, white or any other 
race, every Indian who comes into 
the theatre is given one corner or 
one section. He is segregated. The 
effect, psychologically, I think is 
damaging. Treatment such as that 
unconsciously breeds an_ inferior- 
ity complex. It seems to be the 
result of that sort of thing. An 
Alaskan Indian came into that 
theatre with his wife. They were 
very well dressed. He came in and 
was going to sit down in the body 
of the theatre. The usher came to 
him and said, “No, you cannot sit 
here; Indians do not sit here.” He 
wanted to know why. He was told 
why. He said, “I appeal to the 
manager; I am a citizen of Alaska. 
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I have never been treated this way 
before and I have a right to sit 
where I please. I have paid the 
same admission fee as anyone 
else.” The manager was brought. 
The manager apologized to him 
and told him to pick his seat. 

Our people have not done that. 
I was going to say they have been 
brow beaten to a point where they 
simply accept those things. I mean 
to say, personal dignity, somehow, 
can be just beaten down until it 
is broken down. I am afraid that 
sort of thing takes place amongst 
our people. I have just pointed 
this out as an instanc, but in many 
ways, in many other things it is 
revealed again and again. 

There is another thing that has 
been said again and again. I am 
bringing this out because I believe 
it does not help the development 
of one’s personality but it acts the 
other way. I have heard young 
men and young women who were 
trying to advance referred to as 
upstarts and smart-alecks. Even 
those who were trying to get an 
education were not always encour- 
aged to go on because they were 


looked upon as just trying to be 
somebody that was going to cause 
quite a bit of worry. Unless one 
has a very strong character an In- 
dian boy or girl becomes discour- 
aged under such treatment. 

Now, he cannot engage in a pub- 
lic work of any kind unless there 
is no one else to do the job. If 
there were 1,000 Indians and a half 
dozen white people the white 
people would get the job, but if 
he has any voice he will be treated 
with equality, and by so doing we ~ 
believe his better self will come 
to the fore and be encouraged un- 
til he reaches the full measure of 
manhood. 


An instance may be cited where 
an Indian made application for the 
position of engineer on the Indian 
Agent’s beat. Although the Indian 
applicant had superior knowledge 
and qualifications, he was refused 
the position simply because he was 
an Indian. Reference would be 
made to the evidence of Brigadier 
Martin (minutes and proeeedings 
of evidence, number 19) with re- 
spect to his application for an In- 
dian Agency. 
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Something was 
about the civil service. 
with that. Brigadier 
Martin was mentioned. I am 
well acquainted with him. He 
is doing a fine job in Toronto. He 
has attained the high position of 
magistrate in the principal county 
of all Canada, the county of York, 
the principal one in population and 
perhaps in educational facilities 
and the like. Perhaps he would 
not give that up now but I hope 
the department will encourage 
men like Chief Scow’s son and 
other sons of Indians all over the 
country to go and equip themselves 
to take service in the department. 
Indians are in the department in 
the United States, and I for one 
feel the time has come when the 
Indians should have a large place 
in the administration of Indian 
affairs in Canada. Why _ should 
they not have a place? 
* * 


Mr. Scow: Now, with regard to 
the candlefish, commonly known as 
the Oolachan. All our people are 
concerned with this fish, as it is 
one of their most important foods. 
They process this fish into oil and 
they use it as you would use olive 
oil. Recently other fishermen have 
commercialized this fish and our 
people would like this committee 
to establish some protection for the 
Indians. 

Anything over and above the 
amount they want, they take a ca- 
noe out and fill it and let the rest 
go. A seine boat with a seine net, 
coming in to the mouth of a catch 
or run at the right time would just 
about clean up the whole run. 
There would not be very much 
left of it and it would, I am afraid, 
exterminate them in a very short 
time. I cannot stress too strongly 
the need for conserving this fish. 
Conservation regulations would 
prevent the extermination of this 
fish and | think the committee 
should take that into considera- 
tion. 


Mr. MacNicol: 
said 
I agree 


Mr. Kelly: Another matter which 
we want to stress is hospitals. We 
refer to hospitals in our brief un- 
der the heading “Medical  treat- 
ment.” The statement is at the bot- 
tom on page 7 in subsection (a). 

(a) We desire to take a stand in 
that connection, similar to the one 
we have taken in connection with 
the school question. We feel all 
hospitals should come strictly un- 
der government control. 

In British Columbia, along t he 
northern coast, the United Church 
has three hospitals. They are gen- 
eral hospitals, principally for the 
Indian people, but they are gen- 
eral hospitals. Dr. Moore, I think 
will bear me out in that. There 
is one hospital at Bella Bella, one 
at Bella Coola and one at Hazel- 
ton. The one at Port Simpson has 
been taken over by the Depart- 
ment of Health and Welfare for 
the Indians. We feel that, once 
again, it is not for the church to 
maintain hospitals. The church 
came into the hospital work be- 
cause it was necessary in the 
early days. Hospitals are estab- 
lished by the churches when no 
one else was rendering a medical 
service to the Indians. Of course, 
more recently, the government has 
taken over the cost of hospital 
care for the Indians and a per diem 
allowance is made for every hos- 
pital case. 

These hospitals have been prac- 
tically maintained by these grants 
from the Indian Department. 
Without those grants the hospitals 
would not last very long. I think 
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that is a frank statement. I was 
going to say it is not grudgingly 
made, either. It is one of the best 
services which has been rendered. 
The time has come now, we be- 
lieve, for those hospitals to be 
taken over entirely by the federal 
government under the Department 
of Health and Welfare. We strong- 
ly support that submission. 
x * * 


Mr. Kelly: Once again on the 
matter of the appointment of In- 
dian agents, an Indian Agent has 
so much responsibility. One man 
among probably 1,200 or 1,500 or 
even as high as 2,000 people has 
the right to say what is or is not 
to be done. The Indian Agent has 
tremendous responsibilities. Be- 
cause of that we feel that the 
choice of those men who go into 
that office should be made very 
carefully and should be based on 
integrity, experience and moral 
worth as well as academic attain- 
ments. He in a measure has the 
destiny of a people in his hands. 
He helps to shape them. He either 
can help them to advance or he 
can retard their progress. We feel 
that only those who can submerge 
their personal wishes can think of 
the welfare of the people should 
be appointed to that very impor- 
tant office. 

QUESTION: Has it been your 
experience that the Indian agents 
are not always sympathetic to the 
medical needs of the Indians? Have 
you had any difficulties in getting 
hospitalization? There has been 
some suggestion made that it is 
difficult there to get medical care. 

ANSWER: Yes, some of the 
agents are sympathetic, but others 
do not worry a great deal about it. 

QUESTION: What do you think 
having regard to the percentage 
of those who are ‘qualified as to 
their training and aptitude to carry 
out their work? 

ANSWER: I think some of them 
learn to do their job after they 
have been in office for some time. 
A good many of them did not know 
anything about their work when 
they were first appointed. From 
my own observations | can in- 
stance cases where Indian Agents 
have been appointed who do noth- 
ing about Indians. I am thinking 
about one man in particular. That 
man knew nothing about Indians. 
He openly said he knew nothing 
about Indians. And recently, too, 
there was an appointment made, 
I think the first of April and the 
man appointed had just a few 
months experience connected with 
the Indian office in another capa- 
city, and he was appointed to a 
very important agency. He was 
willing to learn, but he knew noth- 
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ing at all about Indian affairs when 
he was appointed. 

Mr. Kelly: Let us be frank about 
it. I read your records. I read 
from the record of the Civil Ser- 
vice Commission saying that all 
appointments are meritoriotis. Ac- 
tually that is not so. I think I read 
in your minutes where a veteran, 
Brigadier Martin (Indian by birth 
of Six Nations) states that he ap- 
plied for a _ position as Indian 
agent; a veteran of the first world 
war, and his application was not 
even acknowledged. He did not 
hear from them, according to his 
statement in the record before this 
committee. 

Mr. Kelly: Mr. Chairman, I am 
sorry to say that according to an- 
other instance altogether, Briga- 
dier Martin in his statement be- 
fore your committee pointed out 
that he referred to an Indian ag- 
ency, he applied for an Indian 
agency. 

Mr. Hoey: I never heard about 
that. 

The Chairman: I never heard 
about that. 

Mr. Williams: He applied for an 
Indian agency at Hazelton after 
the first world war. 

Mr. Hoey: That is quite a few 
years ago. 

Mr. Kelly: 
your minutes. 

Mr. Castleden: I think there is 
a misunderstanding there; I think 
the reference is to his application 
for another position (after this 
war, Brig. Martin applied again for 
an Indian Agency). 

* *« & 

QUESTION: Now further down 
under (b), I note these words: 

if there is to be taxation then 

for the Indians there should be 

adequate representation in the 
affairs of government and ade- 
quate compensation for the tax- 
ation so imposed. Had you 
thought through far enough to 
formulate any idea how such 
representation might be imple- 
mented or brought about? Would 
you suggest something like the 
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Mr. Kelly: In reply to that 
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ion as to why we stress non-de- 
opminational schools, we believe 
is the only way the Indian will 
have freedom of expression. He 
be under no restraint and no 
nfluence whatever. We consider 
hat is of the greatest importance, 
more important than anything else 
which might be given in denomin- 
btional schools. You must have 
eedom. This country stands for 
eedom of worship. We believe 
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that is a choice which should be 
left to the Indian. 
* * & 


Mr. Kelly: Before Mr. Reid goes 
on I think certain things ought to 
be cleared up. It is true, I think, 
that there is no limit to the licenses 
that might be granted to Indian 
fishermen, but the fishing com- 
panies put a limit on the equip- 
ment granted to their different 
fishermen and among them the 
group of Indian fishermen are 
counted in that group by them- 
selves. Usually they are allotted 
so many licenses, so many boats, 
so many nets, in order to accom- 
modate somebody else. There is 
a definite limit. 
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ask a question on the matter of 
Indian veterans in British Colum- 
bia. Have they experienced any 
difficulty in getting the $2,300 
grant for the purpose of going into 
the fishing business or building 
homes on the reserve? 

Mr. Williams: I do not know 
where there has been a single case 
of the $2,300 being obtained and I 
have been the business agent of 
the Native Brotherhood for three 
years. Some of the boys have 
come to me and I can do nothing 
for them so I send them to the 
Commissioner or to the Indian 
Agent. I do not know of a single 
case or I should say that none of 
them have reported to me that 
they have received it. I do know 
that some of the boys have ob- 
tained boats from their gratuities, 
but as far as the $2,300 is concerned 
I do not know of a single case. 

The Chairman: Well, we have 
the departmental officials here who 
can answer that question and as 
a matter of interest the answer 
from Colonel Neary is “No, that is 
not so.” 

Colonel Neary: We have the ac- 
tual figures here together with the 
names. There is one from Cowi- 
chan, $2,300 for nets and fishing 
boat. I could give you the names 
of others. (Actually five). 

Mr. Castleden: How many appli- 
cations have been made? 

Mr. Harkness: All I am _ inter- 
ested in is knowing whether you 
have any actual cases in which the 
veterans have applied for this 


grant and where it has been 
turned down. ; 
Mr. Williams: There is John 


Jacobson, I believe he is from 
Ahousat. He was told that the 





British Columbia 
Packers Limited 


Through our extensive facilities we are equipped to 
give the finest service 'to fishermen in all coastal 


VANCOUVER, B.C. 


areas of British Columbia. 





¥ 


* 


Packers of 


CLOVER LEAF 
SALMON 











C6 es 


$2,300 would be used as the final 
payment but I believe the boat 
cost him $3,000 or $3,500. 

Colonel Neary: $5,000. 

Mr. Harkness: His application 
was not actually turned down. He 
was told he could get the boat and 
the $2,300 would be used as a final 
payment, but he had to put up the 
rest? 

Mr. Williams: In the case of the 
west coast of Vancouver Island 
they need $500,000 boats to face 
the Pacific Ocean. $2,300 just de- 
feats the purpose and I am certain 
the honorouble gentlemen woud 
bear me out. 

Mr. Harkness: I brought this up 
because I am interested in ensur- 
ing as far as the committee is con- 
cerned, that Indian veterans have 
every opportunity of getting and 
making use of that $2,300, if they 
can qualify for it. 

Mr. Williams: If they could use 
it as a down payment it would be 
a great thing for the Indian vet- 
eran. After all he has to restab- 
lish himself. He has been away 
two, three, or maybe five years. 

(Editor’s Note: Boats can and 
have been seized from Indians 
because they are not part of his 
chattels on the reserve). 

* 5 te 


Mr. Kelly: Once again in con- 
nection with the actual revision of 
the Indian Act. a great deal of 
sympathy and understanding will 
be required for | want to say once 
more that this will affect the des- 
tiny of a race fighting for survival. 
We feel that where advice is 
needed, and where the Indian 
viewpoint can be stressed and in- 
terpreted probably a little more 
clearly we would like to have In- 
dian representation in the work 
of that committee. 

It might be a good thing to have 
one come before you might speak 
of the defects of that administra- 
tion, one who has labored under 
its handicaps and who has realized 
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that a great deal of improvement 
is necessary from the viewpoint of 
an official of that department. I 
think a viewpoint like that could 
be very profitably given by an 
ex-Indian agent or an ex-director 
of Indian Affairs. 

Q. Speaking in connection with 
the enfranchisement of an Indian. 
I understand that is a personal 
matter between the Indian and 
the department and that the agent 
has no authority to interfere fur- 
ther than to give a report when 
asked to do so by the department. 
Is that not the way it has been 
carried out? 

A. That is’ the way it has been 
carried out. I think all enfran- 
chisements have been through ap- 
plication of the person concerned 
but as I said there is a chance that 
improper action might be taken. It 
has been a threat, with this sec- 
tion, that it could be done. 

Q. It could be done? 

A. It could be done, yes. 

Q. By the agent? 

A. The department has_ two 
members on a committee. They 
have a majority of the members. 
The third member is to represent 
the Indians. 

Q. That is all new information, 
I did not know that? 

A. It is all in the Indian Act. 

(A regulation is in existence 
that the Federal Government 
through the Department of Indian 
Affairs can enforce enfranchise- 
ment on any Indian if they so see 
fit; this means he can be put off 
the reserve, etc., and he is more 
or less a man _ between two 
worlds). 


Mr. Kelly: I am probably a little 
more critical than I need be, or it 
may appear that way, but these are 
the things that have been brought 
up again and againin our meetings, 
at our convention, and I am simply 
passing them on to you. There 
seems to be a theory of a master 
race over an inferior race which 
has to be followed. 


Before closing this statement I 
am making, I would like to be 
absolutely fair. It has not always 
been a dark picture. The depart- 
ment has done some very good 
work. I do not want the officials 
here—I do not say it for their 
benefit—but I do not want them 
to think that our people are alto- 
gether ungrateful. The depart- 
ment in many respects, the Indian 
Affairs Branch, has done very 
good work. The picture has not 
always been just as dark as we 
sometimes lead you to think. 
There have been some _ bright 
spots here and there in the line 
of development. 


Mr. MacNicol: Before leaving, 1 


want to express my personal ap- 
preciation of the intelligent pres- 
entation these gentlemen have 
made. We have heard many dele- 
gations but I do not believe we 
have heard many which equalled 
you and we have not heard any 
which have surpassed you in 
your presentation. What the dele- 
gation has said will be carefully 
digested. 


“The measure of democracy 
is the measure of freedom 
given to the smallest minority 
group.” 
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